
  
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

November 12, 2025 

 

The J. Williard and Alice S. Marriott Family Foundation Commits $1.4 Million to Support 
Health Access and Youth Engagement in Ward 8 

Investment Advances View Strong: powered by The Interrupt Initiative in Partnership with Unity 
Health Care, HelpAge USA and Soul Programs 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The J. Willard and Alice S. Marriott Foundation announces a three-year 
$1.4 million investment to fund expanded health equity access and resources in the Washington 
View Apartments (Washington View) located in Ward 8. This investment is part of the broader 
View Strong: powered by The Interrupt initiative, led by Building Bridges Across the River 
(Building Bridges) as a place-based approach to life community health for 2,500 East of the 
River residents. 

This new funding builds upon a prior $3.5 million investment by Novo Nordisk alongside 
financial and philanthropic support from Bank of America, enabling a deeper and more 
integrated approach to community health, well-being, and youth opportunity in the 
neighborhood. 

“Today marks a major milestone for Washington View residents,” said Scott Kratz, President and 
CEO at Building Bridges Across the River. “With the generosity of The J. Willard and Alice S. 
Marriott Foundation, we will make quality healthcare more accessible and create safe inviting 
spaces for Washington View residents. This is about bringing an integrated, whole health model 
to communities that have been underserved for too long.” 

Under this partnership: 

• Unity Health Care will expand its access to primary and behavioral health care using 
enhanced wellness-navigation services for Washington View residents, including walk-in 
clinic hours, peer supports, and referral links, creating a continuum of care. 

• Friendship Bench DC – a program of HelpAge USA – will offer a safe space for residents 
of all ages to confidentially share their story with an older person trained in empathic 
listening and problem-solving support through free sessions on benches situated in the 
Washington View community.  

• Soul Programs will lead youth-centered basketball programming offering on site 3 x 3 
leagues, clinics, mentorship, and life-skills workshops for young people in Washington 
View. 

“By combining mental-health access, community connection, and youth sport opportunities, 
we’re tackling social determinants of health in a holistic way where residents live, play, and 



  
 

come together. Our cross-sector collaboration addressing social drivers of health offers a model 
for building healthier, more prosperous neighborhoods” added Kratz. 

“Our investment in Washington View is a commitment to advancing health equity, recognizing 
that every resident deserves access to health support and safe, inspiring spaces. By addressing 
these foundational needs, we can give families real hope and strengthen the bonds that make 
this community resilient” said Jennifer Lawrence, Program Director at The J. Willard and Alice S. 
Marriott Foundation. “The Marriott Foundation is honored to join our partners investing in 
Washington View and supporting its residents’ health and wellness, and a future in which they 
can thrive.” 

The View Strong initiative, led by Building Bridges Across the River and including half a dozen 
non-profits, is rooted in community-led strategies. It seeks to ensure that investments in the 
neighborhood support existing residents, reduce barriers to well-being, and build long-term 
community capacity. This is a multi-year pilot that aims to expand to other East of the River 
locations in the near future.  The View Strong brand, developed by residents, unifies these 
initiatives under one recognizable identify.  

About Washington View 

Washington View is a housing community owned by National Housing Trust in Ward 8 serving 
approximately 2,500 residents. The View Strong: powered by The Interrupt initiative takes a 
place-based approach to addressing health disparities by investing in infrastructure such as a 
new on-site farm, free food pantry, and services that support resident well-being, connection 
and opportunity. Current partners include Black Nurses Rock, Capital Area Food Bank, 
American Diabetes Association, DC Central Kitchen and WC Smith. 

About Building Bridges Across the River 

Building Bridges Across the River is a Ward 8 based nonprofit that removes economic and 
social barriers to build a more just and prosperous Washington D.C. Building Bridges designed, 
fundraised, built and manages THEARC which houses 14 best in class non-profits, runs a 
network of 7 urban farms in Southeast D.C., the Skyland Workforce Center and the 11th Street 
Bridge Park which will be the first elevated park in the nation’s capital.  

About The J. Willard and Alice S. Marriott Foundation 

The J. Willard and Alice S. Marriott Foundation is dedicated to fostering equitable, sustainable, 
and thriving communities by partnering with extraordinary nonprofit organizations to solve 
today’s most pressing challenges, address root causes, and seek transformational change. 
Founded in 1966, The Foundation pursues and invests in solutions to strengthen the vitality and 
vibrancy of the Washington, D.C. region and actively engages with the community and partners 
across industries and sectors to drive the greatest impact.  

 



  
 

About Unity Health Care 

As the largest network of community health centers in the District, Unity’s team of 
compassionate and multicultural health professionals brings whole-person care and wellness to 
over 76,000 patients through 283,000 visits annually through their network of over 20 traditional 
and non-traditional health sites and a mobile medical outreach vehicle. 

About HelpAge USA  

HelpAge USA advances the rights, dignity and participation of older people. Through programs 
like Friendship Bench DC – an official adaptation of the Friendship Bench Zimbabwe model 
developed by psychiatrist Dr. Dixon Chibanda – HelpAge USA works with older people to 
develop local solutions to address intergenerational community needs. Learn more at 
helpageusa.org/friendshipbench. 

About Soul Programs 

The Soul Programs organization delivers youth-focused sports, mentorship and leadership 
development, using basketball and related programming to build character, confidence, and 
opportunity. 
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